GEOG331 Introduction to Human Dimensions of Global Change

Lecturers:
Laixiang SUN (Office: LEF 2181G; email: LSun123@umd.edu; phone 301 405 8131; office hours – after class – Mondays 4.00 – 5.00 or by appointment).
Teaching Assistant: Ana Ivelisse Sanchez-Rivera; office: LEF 2134; email:  asanche5@umd.edu; office hours – by appointment.

Time and Place: Mon. Wed. & Fri ........3:00pm- 3:50pm (Tydings Hall 0130)

Course Description
This course provides an introduction to the study of human dimensions of global change. The main focus will be human contributions and responses to global environmental change but we will also discuss other geo-economic, -political, -social and –cultural issues and potential links of these trends back to the environment. A lecture and discussion format is used in this class with occasional guest speakers, and discussing articles from scientific journals as well as popular media, and documentaries. 

Learning objectives
When you successfully complete this course you will have acquired a critical understanding of:
1) the main debates over globalization and global environmental issues;
2) the drivers and interdependencies shaping our world; and 
3) an overview of the choices we might face and potential implications.

Course material
We will be using the following textbook: 
Kristen A. Hite and John L. Seitz, 2016. Global Issues: An Introduction, 5th Edition. ISBN: 978-1-118-96885-7, 360 pages. Wiley-Blackwell. 
E-book of its 4th Edition (2012) is available at UMD Library.

In addition, we will use a range of other sources; these will be suggested as we go along. I will also provide you with keywords and key concepts that will help you to search for material and prepare for the exams. In addition, you are also required to read a newspaper of your choice regularly and be prepared to discuss current events in class. Many newspapers can be accessed on-line so there is no need to subscribe to any particular one. Obviously you will come across loads of interesting articles and other material that you might want to bring to class. Please share your findings with the class and also send me updates on interesting articles or documentaries and contribute to making this a successful class!

General Requirements
Requirements for this course include attendance and participation in class, 5-7 pop quizzes, a mid-term and a final exam. Course readings will come from the class textbook and other assigned literature and online documentaries. The idea is that you read the respective chapter in the textbook or other suggested reading before the class. Lectures will also be based on information not included in the readings, so it is important to attend class. We will discuss current events as they relate to global issues in class so it is important to read (quality) newspapers and watch the news regularly. The exams and quizzes will be based on the assigned readings, all material presented in the lectures, documentaries, guest speaker presentations and other information discussed in class. 



Assessment and Grades 
There will be a mid-term exam during the semester and a final exam. These will test all material covered in class. There will be no extra credit assignments. 

1. Exams: There will be a mid-term exam worth 25% and a final exam worth 25% of your final grade. The exam questions will be based on course readings and other lecture material, so class attendance is important in order to do well on the exam. In the event of an illness or emergency (which must be documented) an oral or written make-up exam will be held. If you are late to class on the day of the midterm, you will receive a zero grade. The dates for both exams will be provided well in advance.
1. Pop quizzes: There will be 5-7 pop quizzes accounting for 15% of your final grade. In the event of an illness or emergency (which must be documented) an oral or written make-up exam will be held.
1. Attendance & Performance in Discussion Sessions: Full attendance and active discussions in the discussion sessions of Friday account for 10% of your final grade. 
1. Written essay: You will have to submit one written essays (maximum 1500 words) worth 25% of your final grade.
1. Attendance and Class Participation: Attendance and participation in class discussions are a requirement and an integral part of the work for the course. A significant portion of exam questions will come from materials presented in lectures and class discussions. Therefore attending class will be important in helping you do well in the course. For more on the University of Maryland’s attendance policy see http://www.testudo.umd.edu/soc/atedasse.html. The University’s policy on medically necessitated absences from class can be found at http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/v100g.html.

Grading Scale
All assignments will be given a numerical grade on a 100-point scale. At the end of the semester, your overall numerical grade will be calculated, based on your grades for and the relative weights of the assignments and then converted to a letter grade using the following scale.
 (
The University’s marking system defining the standards for letter grades is as follows:
A+, A, A- denotes excellent mastery of the subject and outstanding scholarship
B+, B, B- denotes good mastery of the subject and good scholarship
C+, C, C- denotes acceptable mastery of the subject
D+, D, D- denotes borderline understanding of the subject, marginal performance, and it does not represent satisfactory progress toward a degree
F denotes failure to understand the subject and unsatisfactory performance
)
	Numerical grade (n)
	 Letter Grade

	93 
	 ≤ n ≤
	100
	A

	90
	 ≤ n <
	93 
	A-

	86  
	 ≤ n <
	90
	B+

	83 
	 ≤ n <
	86 
	B

	80
	 ≤ n <
	83 
	B-

	76 
	 ≤ n <
	80
	C+

	73 
	 ≤ n <
	76 
	C

	70
	 ≤ n <
	73 
	C-

	66 
	 ≤ n <
	70
	D+

	63 
	 ≤ n <
	66 
	D

	60
	 ≤ n <
	63 
	D-

	0
	 ≤ n <
	60
	F



All grades will be determined by the above method. 

Medically Necessitated Absences from Class
For a medically necessitated absence from a single lecture students may submit a self-signed note to their instructor. Such documentation shall be honored as an excused absence unless the absence coincides with a Major Scheduled Grading Event. Any student who wishes to be excused for an absence from a single lecture due to a medically necessitated absence shall: (1) Make a reasonable attempt to inform the instructor of his/her illness prior to the class; and, (2) Upon returning to class, present their instructor with a self-signed note attesting to the date of their illness. This note must be submitted to the instructor as soon as the student returns to class following an absence. Each note must also contain an acknowledgment by the student that the information provided is true and correct. Providing false information to University officials is prohibited under Part 9 (h) of the Code of Student Conduct (V-1.00(B) UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT) and may result in disciplinary action. 
Students who experience more than two non-consecutive medically necessitated absences, a prolonged absence(s) of consecutive lectures, or an illness during a Major Scheduled Grading Event as identified in writing by the class instructor shall be required to provide written documentation of the illness from the Health Center or from an outside health care provider. In cases where written verification is provided, the Health Center or outside health care provider shall verify dates of treatment and indicate the time frame that the student was unable to meet academic responsibilities. No diagnostic information shall be given. For more information on the University’s policy on medically necessitated absences from class can be found at http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/v100g.html.

Academic Integrity
Plagiarism is the use of another person’s work as if it was your own. For more technical definitions of plagiarism see http://www.bsos.umd.edu/for-students/advising/academic-integrity-honor-pledge-and-legal-aid-.aspx. If I believe that there has been plagiarism on an assignment, I will inform you of my determination and you will receive a zero for the assignment. Cases will be referred to the Student Conduct Office. Remember that on each assignment you must write and sign the honor pledge. “I have neither given nor received any unauthorized help on this assignment.” 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
If you have disabilities, learning or otherwise, you should visit the Disability Support Office to fill out appropriate forms that will tell me what accommodations to make. These may include testing formats, class participation difficulties, and paper writing. I will make every effort to accommodate students who are registered with the Disability Support Services (DSS) Office and who provide me with a University of Maryland DSS Accommodation form which has been updated for the Fall 2011. This form must be presented to me no later than October 1, 2012. I am not able to accommodate students who are not registered with DSS or who do not provide me with documentation which has been reviewed by DSS after October 1, 2012.

Classroom Etiquette
Cell phones (including text messaging) cannot be used while you are in the classroom. All music playing devices must be turned off and earphones must be removed during class. Computers are not to be used for non class-related purposes during class time. If it becomes obvious that you are using your phone or your computer for non class-related purposes, you will be asked to shut it off and put it away. Failure to do so will result in you being asked to leave the class.

Honor Code
The University has a nationally recognized Honor Code administered by the Student Honor Council (http://www.bsos.umd.edu/for-students/advising/academic-integrity-honor-pledge-and-legal-aid-.aspx). Unless you are specifically advised to the contrary, the Pledge statement should be handwritten and signed on the front cover of all papers, projects, or other academic assignments submitted for evaluation in this course. Students who fail to write and sign the Pledge will be asked to confer with the instructor.

CourseEvalUM 
Your participation in the evaluation of courses through CourseEvalUM is a responsibility you hold as a student member of our academic community. Your feedback is confidential and important to the improvement of teaching and learning at the University as well as to the tenure and promotion process. I will announce when the CourseEvalUM will be open for you to complete your evaluations for fall semester courses. Please go directly to the website (www.courseevalum.umd.edu) to complete your evaluations. By completing all of your evaluations each semester, you will have the privilege of accessing online, at Testudo, the evaluation reports for the thousands of courses for which 70% or more students submitted their evaluations.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Draft Time Table and Topics (subject to change; discussion sessions on Friday)
	1/25 
(1/27)

	Introductions
Syllabus, Overview
The Great Recession: ‘Inside job’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9ub25WjEK0)

	1/30
2/01 
(2/03)
	The Great Recession: Analysis and Discussion
Case study: Drivers of the US CO2 emissions 1997–2013
Read Chapter 1

	2/06, 08
(2/10)
	Population (Chapter 1) 
‘Population dynamics’ (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-UbmG8gtBPM)

	2/13, 15
(2/17)
	Carrying capacity 
“Why do societies collapse?” by Jared Diamond (http://www.ted.com/talks/jared_diamond_on_why_societies_collapse)
Read Chapter 2

	2/20, 22
(2/24)
	Wealth and Distribution-1 (Chapter 2)
Inequality within and between countries; World systems theory and global trade;
Markets and ’free markets’; maybe ultimatum game

	2/27
3/01
(3/03)
	Wealth and Distribution-2
Stratification in the US
Case study: Economic gains and environmental losses of US consumption: A world-systems and
input-output approach
Read Chapter 3

	3/06
3/08
	Food (Chapter 3)
World Food Production; Development and 3 “A”s of Food; Future Food Supplies
Case study: Global Implications of China’s Future Food Consumption
Read Chapter 4

	3/13
3/15
	Energy (Chapter 4)
Arithmetic, Population and Energy (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sI1C9DyIi_8)
The Energy-Climate Crisis; Energy Use and Development; The Energy Transition 
Handout assignment for ‘Sustainable Consumption’ paper

	3/17
	Midterm exam

	3/20-24
	Spring Break (Read Chapter 5)

	3/27, 29
(3/31)
	Climate change (Chapter 5)
“Meltdown A Global Warming Journey” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PvUYFVNoUes)
The Antarctic Ozone Hole: From Discovery to Recovery, a Scientific Journey (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AU0eNa4GrgU)
Read Chapter 6

	4/03, 07
(4/07)
	Environment-1 (Chapter 6)
Planetary boundaries; Tragedy of the commons; The Ecological Footprint
“Collapse of Complex Societies by Dr. Joseph Tainter” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G0R09YzyuCI)
Read Chapter 7

	4/10, 12
(4/13)
	Environment-2 (Chapter 7)
Workplace and the Home; Managing Waste; Responsible Use of Resources; Environmental Politics
Read Chapter 8

	4/13
	Submit assignment for ‘Sustainable Consumption’ paper on ELMS by 10.00am.  

	4/17, 19
(7/21)
	Technology (Chapter 8)
“Top 10 Energy Sources of the Future” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uStFvcz9Or4)
“Earth 2050: The future of energy” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Ki5fX9M7JY)
Read chapter 9

	4/24, 26
(4/28)
	Alternative futures (Chapter 9)

	5/01, 03
	Review

	5/13~19
	Final Exam



GEOG331 Human Dimension of Global Change
Sustainable Consumption (25%)


Objective and tasks: 
♦ Critical understanding of drivers of consumption; ♦ some understanding of sustainability indicators; ♦ some understanding of the computations involved for carbon and ecological footprints
Assignment:
Create your own narrative by including the first item and addressing one or more of the other components:
· Calculate your own ecological footprint using an online footprint calculator
· Discuss the drivers of consumption 
· Discuss the usefulness of sustainability indicators and especially the ecological footprint.
· Do you personally find the numbers you received for your consumption patterns in any way helpful, instructive or inspiring? 
· What actions would be most effective if you wanted to reduce your ecological footprint? 
Evaluation:
	
	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	1
	Structure (c. 10 %)
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Justification of topic/research question (c. 10 %)
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Critical discussion on consumption patterns and possibilities to change consumption patterns. Is the power with the consumers? (c. 40 %)
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Conceptual understanding of sustainability Indicators and their potential contribution (c. 10 %)
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Reflections and discussion (c. 20 %)
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Presentation (c. 10 %)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Written style / clarity of expression
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Referencing system
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Spelling, grammar and layout
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Use of graphics/word processing
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